110	HOW  CAME  CIVILIZATION?
Before attempting to answer this question, we must ask twc
others, first, is the art of making pottery an easy thing to
discover? and secondly, have all savages made this discovery?
The first question we can confidently answer in the negative.
None of the tribes which use pottery but do not make it—
and there are many which habitually acquire it by trade from
neighbouring tribes—has been known to find out how it is
made. If pottery-making were easy to discover, it should be
still easier to imitate. Not only has nobody ever been known
to discover the art of pottery-making, but nobody has
succeeded in putting forward a convincing theory of how
pottery-making could have been discovered. If it were
really easy for savages to discover the art, it should be easy
for scientists to imagine how they could do it.
Harrison (op. cit., p. 20) dilates upon the large number of
steps which had to be taken before clay could be turned into
pots. The idea of a vessel to hold food and water could be
derived from a shell, a gourd, or a coco-nut, but the mere
discovery that fire sometimes turned wet clay into a hard
substance would not put the savage in the way of making
earthenware pots and using them instead of more natural
vessels. Harrison suggests (p. 24) that:
'The first unconscious step in the direction of pottery-
making may have been the plastering of clay upon the
surface of wind-screens of wicker or wattle, to stop up
crevices. ... It may also be that observation of the
water-holding power of depressions in clay—or even
merely observation of the plasticity of clay—led to its use
to turn a leaky basket into a water-pot. The chance
burning of such a wind-screen or basket may have led to
the discovery that the clay remained behind, no longer as
day but as something other.3
" Childe (Man Makes Himself, p. 104) tells us that 'the
potter's craft* even in its crudest form , . „ involved an

